A Merry Christmas and

A Happy New Year to all our readers!
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Season’s Greetings!
Welcome to our biggest issue yet!
Often when you read the editorial of a
Christmas issue of your favourite magazine
(whatever the subject), the editor frequently
begins by saying how hot it is outside, and how
the spirit of the holiday season seems so far
away. I didn’t ever think I’d be nding myself
in that position, but…
It’s a beautiful autumn day here in Minnesota
and the thought of planning Christmas is
weeks away. Well, at least until we bake our
traditional English Christmas cake.
I think our cover photographs encapsulate the
holiday spirit perfectly. Colin Peake’s delightful
Christmas Tree Halt pizza ts the Christmas
part of the salutation to a tee, and no-one
celebrates the new year better than the
Scottish, so we have Portmahomack from
Simon Laurensen to cover the Hogmanay part
of the message.
The Dispatch has quickly gained a very
creative, international readership. To
emphasise this, the other articles feature a
New York Subway Micro in a PVC pipe. A
yorkshireman building an English O scale
layout in America with nothing but a 3D
printer, and a French Covid lockdown layout
built from cardboard.
After you’ve read all those articles, I hope
you’ll enjoy the seasonal micros that some
friends and I have put together for you in the
special Christmas section.
With that, it only remains for me to wish you
all whatever you wish yourselves at this time of
year.
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“Micro layouts are small model railroads, usually less than three or four square feet
in area that nonetheless have a clear purpose and excellent operating capability.”
Carl Arendt

The Micro Model Railway Dispatch is designed, and edited by Ian Holmes for micro model railway enthusiasts. Copyright
of the material rests with the original contributors. No copyright infringement is intended.
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Portmahomack.

Simon Laurenson
Scale: 00 (4mm:1ft) Size 900mm x 300mm (3’ x 1’)

It's August 1978 and Baker Street by Gerry
Rafferty is topping the charts. Six hundred miles
north of Baker Street, the rst train of the day
has arrived at Portmahomack from Tain and
deposited a couple of passengers. After a
pleasant stroll along the shoreline, we return to
catch the three-times-a-week freight arriving
with a wagon of domestic coal and a van of
bagged fertiliser. After some leisurely shunting it
sets off back to Tain, the clatter of its exhaust
fading to leave just the sound of waves lapping
the beach and the cry of the gulls.
Portmahomack is yet another lockdown layout,

in this case representing an imaginary branch
line off the far North line in Scotland to the
coastal village of Portmahomack and set in the
late 1970s. It was inspired by Ken Gibbons'
Port Pennan micro. The story is that the line has
managed to avoid closure and its future now
looks more secure so the station has been
spruced up and given the latest signage. For
anyone familiar with the real Portmahomack,
the station is imagined to be roughly on the site
of the caravan park next to the church with the
line following the shoreline west.

A view towards the buffer stops
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It’s Sunday and a ballast train is working in the station
The baseboard is constructed from bits of
plywood and timber that I had to hand, and
is basically a 230 x 900mm box with the
backscene part of the structure to add strength.
Everything is held together by pins and PVA
glue. The ddle yard is a small pine shelf glued
to a couple of blocks of wood and Peco loco
lifts are used to move things around. Electrics
are very basic DC with one turnout and one

isolating section on the platform line. Track is
leftover bits of Peco code 75 that I had hand laid
on cork tiles. I did take my time painting the
sleepers, adding colour washes and dry
brushing, to give them a weathered and
bleached appearance which I think is suitable
for a location next to the sea. The buffer stop is
a lovely Highland Railway version from
Lanarkshire Models.

An overall view of the layout. Less than three feet in length of lovely Scottish atmosphere.
The goods yard sidings arrangement is a simple “tuning fork” concept.
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The centrepiece of the layout is
a Peco Highland Railway signal box. The
station has a small train shed typical of the
Highland Railway and made of various Wills
textured sheets. The original goods shed was
off to the right but was demolished in the
1960s leaving a rather scruffy area that is a bit
of an eyesore. The back scene was painted
using household paint to provide a rough
approximation of the sea and distant coastline.
I have tried to give an impression of low sand
dunes behind the platform using painted sand
and grass tufts and I’m quite pleased with the
appearance.
Operations are simple but surprisingly
satisfying. Passenger services are usually in the
hands of a single unit class 122 rail car though
a loco and single coach can be used as a

substitute. Freight consists of a few wagons of
coal and agricultural supplies, an occasional
vans from the nearby RAF base, and is in the
hands of a class 25 or 26. Run round
movements take place off-stage beyond the
road bridge. However, the arriving loco rst has
to draw forward on the platform line as far as
the signal box to surrender the single line token
before reversing off scene and switching tracks
to shunt the two sidings in the yard. There is no
passenger service on Sundays but permanent
way trains often run and, if I throw
in a Wickham trolley, things can
get surprisingly busy.
I’m toying with the idea of adding an extension
to include the run round and an enlarged ddle
yard. However, the current micro version works
so well that I may just leave it as it is.

The road bridge looks like a great place to watch the trains
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Class 26’s only run in Scotland and are one of the things on this layout that help locate it

The unique style of the Highland Railway signal box also locates this layout rmly in
Scotland
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Nothing screams Scottish railways more than the stone built train shed on the platform.
Take some time to take in all the other details in this scene, there’s a rusting skip (or
dumpster) full of waste. Someone has even decided to leave a boat on the railway line
acting as some kind of buffer stop.
The Editor says:
What makes Portmahomack stand out for
me is the attention to the “sense of place”.
Enthusiasts of the railways of Scotland
will immediately recognise the features of
this layout that locate the model north of
Hadrians Wall. The Class 26 diesel
locomotive on the trains for example,
could only happen in Scotland.
More important though is the architecture
of the buildings. Highland Railway signal
boxes are unique in their design using
vertical wooden siding instead of

horizontal.
But more than anything for me, it’s the
stone built train shed on the platform that
really locates this layout. This is
absolutely typical of the the railways of
Scotland. You can see this feature at the
stations of Wick and Thurso today.
This “sense of place” is certainly
something that all modellers should aspire
to whatever their layouts size and location
is.
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Subway.

Jeffrey McNeal
Scale: H0 (3.5mm:1ft) Size 72” x 4”

Model railroaders are Nostalgics. We seek
to create memories of a time, a place, an
ambiance in three dimensions that we may
communicate to someone else, who will connect
with our experience. As such, everything is but a

memory, and memory is a slippery sh,
sometimes it is precise and logical, as detailing a
particular locomotive down to the speedometer
cable, or sometimes it is blurry, like a watercolor
of the ve senses.

There are problems with photographing a 72” x 4” layout
"Subway" is a watercolor, in that regard. A
watercolor of a brief trip taken with my late
father in the early 1970's going from one place to
another on a subway train, somewhere in New
York City. Trains were my passion, anything that
ran on rails. And, while not his main interest, it
was something he enjoyed, and we could connect
upon. A watercolor memory that has stayed with
me over the many miles and decades, that have
come between that short voyage and building
Subway.
Subway a cionados will be quick to note that
New York subways are of the cut and ll type of
construction, and thus the majority of subway
stations are square and rectangular. Truly, that
may be the case, but I did take the time to do
some internet research, which did indeed
demonstrate that some of the NYC subway
stations, perhaps were deeper, traveling

underneath existing tunnels, did have the tubular
shape of my memory. In either event, it is a
watercolor of a memory.
Everybody wants a bigger train set. For every
action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.
You go big, you're going to have more headaches.
Things warp. Electrical sections don't properly
align and become a mystery to solve.
Maintenance issues begin to multiply. Subway,
built using a hacksaw blade, and a length of PVC
pipe, was designed with the goal of being easily
transported to model exhibitions. It has to set up
easily and above all, work rst time out of the
box. Micro layouts are ideal for this purpose.
Anyone, such as I, who has scrambled around
underneath a large modular layout, trying to nd
a short, right before opening time, at an
exhibition, can understand.
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A nice scenic touch is the street entrance to the station above the subway platform
9

open bay of a '65 Ranchero, to take it
hundreds of miles to and from its destinations.
Painting dozens of gurines is not my forte, so
pre-painted people dominate. A few are my
own efforts, and they are put away from front
and center display. Wall tiles and signs were
largely printed in color from internet searches.
The subway between-track concrete is balsa
wood. A third rail comes from a spare piece of
code 100 rail. The subway entrance is a
Walther's kit. To put in stairs that travel to the
platform would have been an onerous task,
well beyond my limited skill set, so perched on
the roof it is suggestive, as opposed to any scale
attempt.
One vignette of this memory is of a young
man dashing to catch his train just as the doors
closed in his face, and it rolled away. I shall
have to be on the lookout for an appropriate
gurine. As only a New Yorker could, his st
slammed on the door and he hurled an
expletive in a booming voice that ended in
“...UMP!"

Period signs go a long way to add atmosphere
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To this end, the Bachmann Automatic Trolley
Reversing set t the bill: not hugely expensive,
yet both simple and reliable. A prior attempt,
using infrared sensors, a complicated circuit
board, and yards and yards of wiring came to
naught. Originally, the plan was to have two
platforms at each end of the line, with the train
gracefully gliding to a stop using a
preprogrammed momentum function. This
complicated electrical design had a lot of
issues, such as a missing chip, for one, (it took
months of correspondence to diagnose) and
the Bachmann design, combined with the
ywheel transmission of the coaches, was
perfectly suitable for the task. It also has a
delay timer, easily set. At a low speed, the
motion is quite scale overall. To further
simplify, and thus reduce the probability of
failure, one station portal was built rather than
two, although given enough money and time,
two could be achieved.
My glue is a little heavy in places (Clear Gorilla
Glue), but this is a necessary evil to resist the
bumps and vibrations of loading it into the

Timetables and ticket machines. A busker (who does seem to be collecting a few
quarters) are all details that help to set the place
11

Micro Layout Glossary

Ian Holmes

Those of us who have been around the micro layout world for a long time take many of the
terms that we use for granted, and tend to forget that people new to the discipline may have no idea
what all this jargon means.
Here’s a breakdown of those terms you may come across. Some are used in the big layout world as
well. All are useful to know when designing micro layouts. If you, the readers, can think of any others,
let me know and I’ll add them to the list.
Most Importantly. Four square feet. The
upper size limit for micro layouts. Four square
feet is the scenic area.
Train storage does not count towards the
limit.
I have received many submissions to The
Dispatch for layouts that are eight, or even 10
square feet in scenic area. Four square feet can
be measured as four feet by one foot, or two feet

by two feet etc; that’s 576 square inches.
Four feet by four feet, (a four foot square, and a
popular misconception,) is 16 square feet. Four
times the limit.
Layouts are also sent to me in metric
dimensions. In metric, a micro layout is under
.371 square metres. I will have to get used to
working that out. It will take some time but I’ll
get there.

Track plans. There are ve basic designs of track plan in the micro layout world. Each is different.
Each with its pros and cons.
SLT As simple as it comes. SLT
stands for Single Line of Track, or
Single Line Terminus when referring
to passenger stations. You think a
single line of track makes for an
uninteresting micro? Take a look at
Dave Carson’s Walmington on Sea
pier tramway layout (right).
In these days of railway
rationalisation a single line of track
is a very prototypical track
arrangement. And some realistic
single line terminus models have
been made.

Pizza As simple as the SLT. Track planning
at its most basic, a simple circle of track on a
small circular or square baseboard. Sidings
are acceptable if you can t them in. In micro
layout terms, a 27” diameter circle is four
square feet. Bob Hughes “Alt na Balt”
seen here, is a great example of the lengths
you can go to with a simple circle of track.
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Tuning Fork. Perhaps the most prototypical
switching design. A single track divides into two.
Many small industries in the real world are
served by just a single siding off the main line.
If you can make the siding long enough,
de ned spots along the track for certain types of

wagons could make for interesting placement
problems in an operating sequence.
Larger industries could have one siding used for
goods in and the other for goods out, dictating
what wagons could be spotted where.

Inglenook. Often described as “The ubiquitous
Inglenook” It’s one of the worlds oldest track
plans. A.R. Walkley rst produced a layout to
this design in 1926, before being popularised
again by Alan Wright in the 1970’s.
A single track divides into three sidings. The
capacity of the sidings is worked out to make for
interesting shunting processes. The operator
uses the wagons on the two shorter sidings to
make up a train in a speci ed order on the
longest siding. Working an Inglenook can be
extremely absorbing and rewarding.

You will often see Inglenooks described in terms
of numbers. For example 3,2,2 or 5,3,3. These
numbers indicate the length of the sidings in
wagons that the plan can take. The more
wagons you can t on the layout, the more
possible permutations of wagons there are to
assemble your train. In the 5,3,3 Inglenook
there are eight wagons on the layout and you
use them to make up a ve wagon train on the
longest siding. That means there are 6,720
arrangements of wagons in a train possible.
That should keep you busy for a while.

Timesaver American Modeller John Allen is
credited with creating this switching scheme back
in 1972. It’s a very busy plan with a central loop
and sidings going in all directions. Shoehorning it
down into four square feet is tough in H0 scale,

but it can be done. The plan is designed around
speci c siding lengths in relation to the longest
cars used on the layout. Shorter cars mean a
shorter layout. Shorter wagon lengths in English
00 scale also make it easier.
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Train storage There are many different terms
for train storage. Somewhere for your trains to
go to or come from.
Fiddle yard The generic term. All offstage train
storage can be termed a ddle yard. Some
people use it as two words, some one. Both
spellings are accepted at The Dispatch. Hidden
sidings is another term that means the same.
Traintable/Train turntable. Quite simply a
turntable big enough to take a train, or several of
them.
Sector plate While a traintable pivots in the
center of its circle. A sector plate can pivot at any
point along its centre line. Most popularly
towards the end. Different locations of the pivot
will describe different arcs, which can be a space
saving device.
Traverser. A ladder of sidings on a sliding table
that can access the main line onto the layout just
by being pushed into place, so not needing any
pointwork in the ddle yard. A huge space saver.
Fiddlestick. Fiddlesticks are as simple as it gets.
A length of track xed to a piece of wood (often
2 x 1 softwood,) that joins to the layout by the
track shplates. Lightweight and easily swapped

out on the layout, they have the disadvantage of
offering no protection to the stock on them,
unlike Cassettes.
Cassette/Loco Lift The cassette holds the train.
The cassettes have handles to hold on to when
moving the cassettes off the layout and replacing
with another, as well as sides protecting to
protect the stock. The advantages are it is very
quick to change out a train, and can also offer
some protection, as you don’t touch the trains
with your hands. But cassettes can be unwieldy
the longer they get. The Loco lift, made by
PECO is a commercially available cassette. They
are a foot long and made for 00/H0 scale trains
though can be used in other scales like Gn15
with a little modi cation.
Cassette Traintable A combination of cassette
and traintable. Instead of having a selection of
tracks on the traintable, a cassette just plugs into
a hole in the surface of the traintable. I might
have pioneered this idea on my original Apple
Valley Light Railway (Gn15) layout. The
traintable was built around a kitchen lazy Susan
and cassettes plugged into a hole I created in the
surface.

Other terms
Arendtian. Believe it or not, there are people
out there who think that layouts up to six feet,
maybe more, are also micro layouts. Or that four
square feet only applies to layouts using OO/H0
track. Larger track gauges have a larger size
limit. This is utter poppycock of course. It’s four
square feet, no matter what the scale gauge
combination is. Those people refer to four
square feet and less layouts as “Arendtian”, after
Carl.
Bitsa station A “bit” or part, of a station.
Stations take up a lot of room and if you don’t
need all of the station on your layout, or need a
view block (see below). A part of a station might
be all you need.
View block Anything that blocks your view of
the layout. Not that small child being lifted by his
father at the train show. But designed elements
on the layout that obstruct the view of a train as
it travels through the scene. Trees or buildings.
They break up the view, and create the illusion
of more space.

Ghost industry You don’t see this term used a
lot any more. Ghost industries are businesses that
are not on a layout. But still receive traf c and
are part of the operations of the layout. For
example, a loco might take a car offstage and
return without it, supposedly delivering this
freight to another industry.
Offstage/Onstage. These theatrical terms
have gained favour in recent years to describe
the ddleyard. It makes sense when you think of
your micro layout as a stage set where the action
of a railway takes place.
It’s not what you’ve got, it’s what you do
with it. Oh all right. No-one uses this but me.
It’s more of a mantra than anything. But I think
it is something all micro layout designers should
bear in mind. It’s the acceptance that track plans
for micros are limited due to the small size of the
area. It’s how you treat that track plan that will
mark your micro out as something different.
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The road to the 3D printed micro
My interest in model railways was
rekindled a few years back after making a
Superquick model pub. I enjoyed it so much
that it sparked my interest in making scratch
built model buildings. That led to making more
buildings and the inevitable model railway
which gave an excellent excuse to make more
models and other items.
I did look at O gauge, but the prices of the
locomotives put me off. With O gauge you
can’t t as much into a small space as you can
with OO gauge but you do get fantastic detail.
The locos are big and feel good to handle. The
thing is that there are far fewer available
models available than OO gauge and some are
very expensive.
So I decided to make my own O gauge
buildings using a laser cutter and a computer
2D drawing program.
I had considered getting a 3D printer to see if I
could make parts a laser cutter couldn’t, as I
really wanted to be able to make more than just

buildings. However, all the advertisements I saw
for 3D printers showed things I had no wish to
make, but I decided to get one to see if I could
at least make some small parts that could be
useful. I thought of chimney pots, barrels and
windows.
At rst, I just downloaded models others had
made and although I learned a lot, I still
wanted to make my own designs to print. I
learned to create models using a 3D design
program called Fusion 360. It took a lot of
time, but I could see I was onto a winner. All I
had to do now was design something that I
wanted to print.
At rst I wanted to design a small locomotive
known as a ‘Pug’ but drawings were
unavailable. So I visited the National Railway
Museum in York in the UK. Here they gave me
access to photograph as many drawings as I
liked for this little locomotive as long as I
agreed to keep them to myself.

An early 3D render of the boiler and saddle tank of the Pug

fi

fi

15

fi

Paul Gohl

3D printed models almost always require some
kind of cleanup to remove any rough edges and
smooth any unwanted printing lines. I usually
use wet and dry sandpaper of varying grits
with water to carefully sand the parts. Often a
good coat of primer covers the model. If
necessary, I ll any imperfections using a thick
enamel, then when dry sand again until I have
the desired nish. I nd spray primer gives a
better nish to help paint adhere to the surface
later.
Cheap acrylic paint works really well, being
water based and fast drying. It can be easily
mixed, removed if necessary and makes for a
really easy clean up after.
I had already been designing and printing
model buildings and even had created my rst
O gauge wagon. But I hadn't put any of this
together, I had no real plans to put them on a
layout.
Then one day, I was looking through some
magazines that I had brought back from a trip
to England and there it was! Drawings of The
perfect O gauge locomotive, an NER Y7. I
immediately knew this is what I should have
been working on instead of the ‘Pug’.
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I learned a lot from the designing and
subsequent 3D printing of the parts for the
Pug. I would create what looked like a perfect
part to nd that either it didn’t print out as I
expected, or it had to be modi ed later on.
After I had lled a box full of rejects, I decided
to put the idea on hold for a while and try
something far simpler.
A small brick of ce. My rst print of that didn’t
turn out too well, as I attempted to do it all in
almost one go. Walls, windows, doors, the lot. I
had discovered the limitations of using a
lament printer.
A 3D lament printer works by taking a 3D
object and slicing it into layers. (Imagine a
sliced loaf of bread sat on its end and each
slice is a layer.) The 3D printer takes plastic
from a spool and feeds it into a heated nozzle
and draws the rst layer (slice) onto a at bed
made of glass. When it has drawn the rst
layer, the heated nozzle moves up to the next
layer and draws that on top. Because the plastic
coming out of the nozzle is hot it fuses onto the
rst layer. This continues, layer by layer until
the item is fully printed. Basically any shape
can be formed using this method. Once the
item has cooled, it can be taken off the print
bed and nished.

The Y7 locomotive that inspired the forthcoming Micro

The Y7 locomotive, The track, the wagon, the houses, the factory and gates. All produced on
a 3D printer.
17

and an inexpensive lament printer and in some
cases for small parts a resin printer.
But it wasn't a micro layout (I didn’t even know
there was a de nition for a micro layout)
I already had made some parts that weren't used
on my 3D layout and thought to utilize them as
best I could. I had some factory buildings, a
station, platforms and various other buildings. It
took a day of playing around, moving buildings
and track until I was happy with the design and
this is what I came up with.

Paul will describe the building of this Micro in the next issue of The Dispatch

Don’t forget to check out the Micro
Model Railroad Cartel Podcast
each month for lots of Micro
Layout talk and inspiration
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I decided to make the locomotive radio
controlled with a small wireless micro-controller,
a battery and a motor. It ran well and I could
get it to creep along at scale speeds. After that it
was natural to make plastic track to go with it,
and I had created a complete fully 3D printed
model railway. Buildings, track, wagons, and
locomotive. I put it on YouTube as ‘The Worlds
rst fully 3D printed British O gauge Model
Railway.’ (You can nd it on Youtube at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMIslNTuZDA)
Many people were amazed at what I had
created using imagination, a 3D design program

Pascoe’s Siding.

O Scale simplicity by Roger Moore
Scale: O (7mm:1ft) Size four feet x 11 1/2”

A simple arrangement like this is quite typical of industries in the UK
dispense with the point and use a two road
traverser.
The layout is 6' long x 11 ½’’ wide, the scenic
section is 4' long x 11 ½’’ wide and there is a
two road traverser 2' long by 11 ½’’ wide on
one end.
I can comfortably store three wagons and a
Sentinel locomotive on either of the storage
roads.
Wired for DC control it is nevertheless live
throughout and as such could be used with
DCC control if required but I intend to use
only one DC locomotive at a time. There are no
points or switches on the layout and transfer
from one siding to another is via the traverser.
The layout is operated using a Gaugemaster
100MO controller.

After reading a post on the 7mm Scale
Society website by Jim Read regarding micro
layouts, in which he included a link to the
Dispatch magazine. I became a subscriber to
Dispatch and duly received the rst edition.
After reading the articles in the magazine I
began to think about doing a micro layout
myself.
For some time I had been attracted to the 7mm
Dapol model of the Shell Electrical Oils tanker
and I decided I would have a go at producing a
micro layout that would enable me to use the
tanker.
Having some track, which included a point left
over from a previous layout, I devised a track
plan around these items. Planning the track
layout, two sidings with a two road ddle yard,
it occurred to me that to get the maximum
storage room in the ddleyard I would need to
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Built on a softwood frame and 9mm plywood
the layout is very rm and is currently operated
on the work top in my garage.
Although the layout has only two tracks and a
two road traverser, even with limited rolling
stock there there are numerous operating
sequences that help maintain the operators
interest.
Set in the early 1970s Pascoe's Siding portrays
the ctitious family run rm of W. Pascoe which
is supposedly situated on the outskirts of
Barnstaple in North Devon, UK. The
workshops and yard are situated adjacent to a
local furniture maker who also has the use of
the Pascoe's private siding. The yard is serviced
by Pascoe's privately owned Sentinel locomotive
which collects the rolling stock destined for the
two rms from an exchange siding at the local
British Rail goods yard at Barnstaple Junction.
Goods from both factories go nationwide via
Barnstaple Junction and then to Exeter and
beyond. Similarly goods inwards do the reverse
journey.
Rolling stock will eventually include a trestle
wagon for carrying sheet steel and one or two

more open wagons needed to convey the
appropriate materials for the manufacture of
the products and removal of nished products.
At present the motive power is by way of a
Dapol Sentinel and the rolling stock is limited to
a couple of box vans, an oil tanker and an open
wagon. It is hoped that the stock will be
increased by kit built wagons.
During running sessions the stock will be placed
on the traverser as the need for their use arises
and when not in use stored off the layout.
I have kept everything as simple as possible to
help ensure the layout is easily operated. The
most dif cult thing is aligning the traverser with
the scenic section.
I have now got the bug for the micro layout
concept and must admit would not have
considered the idea had I not read Jim's post on
the 7mm Scale Society website. These layouts
are cheap to build, can be completed quickly,
take up little room and are fun to operate. I
would recommend to anyone that they build
one.
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Divoc Baie

François Fontana
Scale: Hoe/OO9 Size 50cm x 50cm 19” x 19”

An overall view of the layout, along with François’ early sketch of his idea
22

This is my little 00-9 layout built during the
closure of COVID in March 2020. The layout
is only built with material found on my desk as
we had no possibility to go out shopping.
The track came from a box on my shelves, there
is a piece of Roco, a piece of Peco, a piece of
Jouef. As I have only one turnout I decide to
create a three lane sector plate. Climbing is
hard but a little locomotive can push a wagon
up the slope. Baseboard is made from card, as
are all the buildings too. The Boats are in card,
wood and polystyrene strips, people in clay,

rocks in insulating foam. The background is
painted as the last stage under the light coming
from the LED ceiling light.
It took me nine weeks just the during the
closure. It was a great pleasure to build and now
to play with.
Editor says: François is the editor of the
French magazine Voie Libre. A highly
recommended read if you like smaller
layouts. https://trains.lrpresse.com/
CT-152-voie-libre.aspx

An overall view of the layout, the inset shows a similar viewpoint while under
construction
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The little train has arrived at the top of the hill

Meanwhile, all is quiet in the harbour
24

Merry Christmas
Everyone!
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bedroom. I had to make do with an old
baseboard that I also used for my Subbuteo table
football set that I kept under my bed. It was just
big enough to accept 2nd radius train set curves.
However, if I used 1st radius ones, I could t in
an S curve and a siding inside the loop of track.
Later I would nd that sharp S curves are
frowned on, but I didn’t care. I was running
trains from a siding inside the oval of track to
another siding on the outside of the oval.
I was running trains with a purpose and shunting
them. As I think back now, I can remember
thinking about how to marshal the train to make
the shunting easier. To me that was much more
interesting than watching a passenger train go
around in circles. Each area I was shunting in
was small, only a few square feet, so I was
probably picking up the micro layout ethos back
then.
I’ve had many, many model railway adventures
since then, culminating in this, The Micro Model
Railway Dispatch, and it all started with a
Hornby train set one Christmas.
So, enjoy this slice of seasonal fun from my
contributors and I, as we spread some holiday
cheer, and take some time to re ect on your rst
Christmas train set.

Christmas is an important time of the
year in our hobby. This is when the vast
majority of enthusiasts get their start as children.
I certainly remember getting my rst proper
train set for Christmas. It was a Hornby
Freightmaster set in1976. I had seen it in the
window of the local barber’s shop, who was our
local Hornby stockist, and fell in love with it
immediately. I must have spent hours looking at
it in the shop window, day dreaming in the weeks
(probably even months), in the run up to
Christmas.
The set had a Brush type 2, A1A A1A (Class 31)
locomotive, and 5 wagons. My set even had a
point and extra sections of track so you could lay
a siding.
I loved that set. It was without a doubt the best
Christmas present ever. The class 31 locomotive
has been my favourite locomotive type ever since.
Of course, I did everything you shouldn’t do with
it. I laid it on the carpet and ran it immediately.
So it was not long before carpet uff got into the
brushes and the loco ground to a halt. Dad
patiently sat there, pulling bits of carpet out of
the motor.
The loco, heavy with “Magnadhesion”, also wore
on the shplates holding the sections of track
together, and it wasn’t long before electrical
continuity became spotty at best. I wouldn’t be
surprised if many of you have the same
memories of your rst days with your train set
A proper baseboard was a necessity.
In England, a six foot by four foot baseboard was
recommended for starter train sets back then. I
didn’t even have room for that in my small

My rst train set
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Christmas Tree Halt

Colin Peake
Scale: 009 (4mm:1ft) Size 1’ diameter pizza

I’d really like to come into my living room and see this layout on my shelves
strengthen it but they did not stop the board
warping slightly over time.
The track is some secondhand N gauge exi
track passed on to me by a friend. I pre-curved
the rails using an improvised rail bender before
threading them back through the sleeper base.
The track was laid to 5” radius using a homemade template to hold the curve against a circle
drawn on the board using a compass. Once laid
the track was surrounded by mounting card, cut
with the aid of a circle cutting tool and then
buried in wood ller to hide the N gauge
sleepering and build up the snow layer. I actually
added a little too much and had to spend some
time sanding and chipping it back in places to
allow stock to run ef ciently.

‘It's not a layout, it's a Christmas
decoration...”
I told myself this several times during the
construction of this 009 pizza project. ‘Christmas
Tree Halt' is de nitely built in a different mindset
to that of any of my previous layouts.
There cannot be many layouts born from the
necessity of having something to show during a
Microsoft Teams meeting, but my managers brief
was simply to make a “Christmas decoration” for
the 2020 Christmas call. Time was not on my
side but I was able to draw on my resources and
create something with a high level of recycled
content. The basis is a secondhand 30cm cake
board which when stripped of the foil covering
revealed itself to be made of MDF. I added
some strips of recycled 8mm ply underneath to
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The Mk.1 version completed with a parcel train running
28

More card formed the basis of a roadway and
station halt, with polystyrene shaped to form the
central scenic area. These materials were blended
together and covered with more wood ller to
give the basic landform. The snow effect was
largely based on a layer of a white paint/ ller/
PVA mix and after a false start with a scatter
material the snow itself is layers of white paint.
Having spent nothing so far I splashed out and
ordered two Noch snow-covered r trees to form
the centrepiece and they were accompanied by
some smaller, bare, sea moss trees recycled from a
winter diorama created the previous year. As a
nishing touch I made a simple bench and sign
from timber, stained and appropriately snowcovered, located on the station platform.
A Christmas micro would not be complete
without a wagon full of presents, as time was not
on my side this started life as a scratch built O9
body that was surplus to requirements. Narrowed
down and subtly altered it sits on a slightly
shortened Colin Ashby 009 chassis. It contains
miniature presents made from balsa blocks

wrapped in miniature wrapping paper I had
downloaded online and printed!
Despite the limitations of the camera available on
the day, my colleagues seemed suitably impressed
with the result, and Christmas Tree Halt
remained on display in the living room
throughout the festive period, powered by a
battery pack containing 2 AA batteries, which
was enough power to allow the Minitrains
locomotives to run smoothly.
Sadly after the Christmas period, storage in the
shed resulted in what appeared to be mould
appearing in the snow and I was unable to treat
it. I did wonder if the hurried construction in
cold weather had caused this but on stripping
back it appeared to only be in the upper layers of
paint. I ended up removing the scenery
completely and then decided that any rebuild
would also have the track replaced for good
measure. The enhanced Mk.2 version is now
being constructed at a more relaxed pace ready
for Christmas 2021.
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The Mk.1 version under construction

A couple of views of the new Mk.2 version of Christmas Tree Halt
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Summit Railway.

Tom Conboy
Scale: On30(7mm:1ft) Size 1’ square foot

The Micro Model Railroad Cartel Group
on Facebook held a contest this year on building
a halt station layout within a one square foot
dimension. The Summit Railway Micro is my

entry for the contest. The staging area of the
layout did not have to be included in the one
square foot dimension, but I chose to include it
anyway.

The baseboard is 38 inches long, and the
visible portion of the baseboard is 6 inches
deep. Total layout size is 135 square inches,

which also includes the staging areas. I used
5mm thick foamcore for the baseboard box
construction.
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The track plan is as basic as it gets. I handlaid code 83 rail onto wood ties/sleepers made
especially for On30 scale. I purchased a large
bag of these off of eBay. The ties/sleepers
were stained and glued directly to the foamcore
baseboard with PVA glue, and the rails were

spiked to the ties/sleepers with ¼ inch spikes
from Micro Engineering. I also used two Atlas
code 83 rerailer track sections for the staging
areas. Turning the passenger train will be done
by hand. Easy peasy.

The passenger shelter was scratchbuilt from
sheet styrene, balsa wood, and cardstock. It is
based on an image I found while searching
Google. I decided to scratch-build the shelter
due to the lack of decent O scale kits based on

the subject. The few I found were way too
expensive to even consider, so scratchbuilding
was a “no-brainer” decision. Total cost in
materials was less than $2 US, and fortunately I
had all of the material on hand.
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The backdrop is made from foamcore with
canvas paper laminated to it. I used oil paints to
create the background scene. I like this
particular choice of colors to create a stormy
look in the skies. The colors give it a very cold
feel, and that is exactly what I wanted to achieve
for this winter scene. The colors work great for
creating dramatic scenes in black and white
photography too.
I used Woodland Scenics scenery products for
the snow, and the evergreen trees are from JTT
Scenery Products. Woodland Scenics makes a
product called Flex Paste that is applied to the
scenery base for a basic covering of snow. Soft

Flake Snow is then dusted over the dried Flex
Paste to create the nal snowy look. Scenic
Cement is misted on top to bond everything in
place. I also dabbed Flex Paste onto the
branches of the evergreens and passenger
shelter to represent snow accumulating on these
surfaces. A simple and effective method for
creating a snow scene.
I used a craft paint called “Pavement” mixed
with a little white paint to create a dark gray
paint for the layout fascia.

fi
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Downtown Christmas.

by Ken Hutnik
Scale: HOn30 OO9 Size 18” x 7”

When the 2021 Halt Station Micro challenge
was announced, I did not immediately have any
inspiration for a layout to participate with. A
lonely station out in the country is not a
memory or prototype that resonated with me.
However, after seeing the work that others were
doing on the Facebook group with "non-

traditional" halt stations and listening to the
podcast, I had a ash of inspiration. The idea
was born to reuse an old building I had and do
a downtown scene with the halt station being a
trolley stop. It would be a winter / Christmas
theme.

fl
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The building was refurbished, lights and
detailed rooms were added. I decided to add a
park at one end for interest, where the trolley
could stop while people kept warm by the re
and kids played. The barrel re is animated
with a circuit from an electric tea candle. The
Trolley is a kitbashed HO scale cable car,
shortened and powered with an N scale Kato
drive and scratch-built chassis. Lighting,
passengers and a driver were added. The

layout is battery powered with a main power
switch, PWM control for the trolley and a
switch for the lights.
The pavement and cement around the city
block is craft foam that was painted to look the
part. A few trees and a utility pole round out the
scene with some other details. I am sure you
spotted Santa, but did you spot the two
penguins strolling into town for some shopping?
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Santa Micro Layout.

Graham Gatehouse

009 (4mm scale) 12” diameter cake stand

Graham Gatehouse created this fun
seasonal decoration, on a 12” diameter
Christmas Cake stand. The scale is 009 ( 4mm
scale using N scale track to represent two foot
gauge). Graham’s circle of track is scratch built
using the time honoured English method of
rails soldered to copper clad sleeper strip. This
particular line takes Santa and Rudolph on their
journey behind a Roco Leo locomotive and a
short selection of wagons that features an old
1960’s Eggerbahn item, a brand new
Bachmann wagon, and a 3D print.

The background and hills are made from a
Corn Flakes box and the ground work used a
roll of kitchen towel.
The Chapel, a Faller kit is lit inside, and the
repainted r trees and gures are Christmas
cake decorations.
Graham runs a couple of Facebook groups
Compact/Micro Model Railways, and
Inglenook Shunting Puzzles. Check them out
for more like this.
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fi

36

’Neath the Christmas tree.

Ian and Lorrie Holmes
Nominal Dolls house scale 2”= 1 foot 9” x 9”
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so the baseboard is constructed of layers of
10mm foamcore board. The depth is necessary
because of the stand for the tree. It contains the
batteries for the ashing lights. The tree is able
to be lifted out to turn the lights on and then
placed back in its hole with the minimum of
fuss.
The walls are from 5mm foam core board. The
ooring and wallpaper were downloadable
textures from a dollhouse supplier.
The presents under the tree came from the
same source, and the tinsel garland is Chenille
pipe cleaner from a local craft store. Further
decorations were found online. Etsy is a
remarkable resource for nding dolls house
scale tree decorations.
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Future plans include “motorising” a Hallmark Polar Express decoration to run under the
tree
The layout made its rst appearance at the
Teeny Trains website used to describe them as
Granite City Train show in St. Cloud
to 1:1,000 scale. I’m inclined to think it’s more
Minnesota recently. Where it has to be said, the
like 1:650.
reception was most favourable. Children, (and
In hindsight, the black train was dif cult to see
some adults) looked on in wide eyed amazement
against the dark oor of the scene. I’d really like
at the tiny train circulating underneath the tree.
to be able to create a more realistic train model
I thought it was going to be simple to explain
to go under the tree. Something like a “Polar
that this was a dolls house scale model of a train
Express” or perhaps a vintage tinplate train.
running under a Christmas tree, but many
That’s for the future though. Right now this is a
people wanted to know what the scale of the
fun project my wife and I get a lot of enjoyment
train itself was. But that was impossible to guess
out of.
at as the locomotive is a very liberal
interpretation of a steam locomotive. The
38
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“ ‘Neath the Christmas Tree” is an idea
I have had circulating in my brain for the past
ten years. This was when I rst saw the range of
Teeny Trains (www.teenytrains.com) miniature toy
trains.
They run on the linear motor principle. The
“track” creates a magnetic eld and the
Neodymium magnets in the rolling stock act on
this and move the train very smoothly. The train
itself is very toy like but I am working on that.
The project was worked on as a joint effort
between my wife and I. My responsibility was
the assembly of the scene. Lorrie dressed the
scene up with the presents, tree decorations, and
ribbon.
I was very much making this up as I went along,

Bleak Moor Engine Shed

Mike Pottage
00 (4mm scale) Box le layout
promised me a full detailed write up on this
masterpiece for you all for the Spring issue, (out
in March).
In the meantime enjoy this atmospheric picture
of Bleak Moor Engine shed.

You might remember Mike Pottage’s
Lockdown Brewery Micro from Issue 1. Well,
Mike has been busy creating a new Box le
micro to amaze you. I know I was certainly
amazed when this wintry scene dropped into
my email in box the other day. Mike has

It feels so cold, so bleak.

fi
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Fiddle Yard

The editor shares some thoughts

As of October 2021 the entire catalogue of
back issues of Railway Modeller magazine is
available online to read for subscribers.
Beginning with October/November 1949 all
the way through to the present day.
Railway Modeller has been a leading light in
our hobby since its inception and to look
through these early issues is like reading a
history book on railway modelling.
That rst issue selling for one shilling and
sixpence carries the familiar tagline “for the
average enthusiast”. Something the magazine
carried for many, many years.
So much has changed in the hobby in the last
72 years and a collection like this is the perfect
place to take everything in.
The vast repository of layout articles and track
plans is worth the cost of a subscription itself.
Names so familiar to me growing up.
Buckingham, Craig and Mertonford, and
Berrow spring to mind.
How locomotives and rolling stock has come
along. We take our super detailed injection
moulded DCC models with coreless motors for
granted today. In the 1940’s and for many years
after readers were still grappling with clockwork
and tinplate In fact, a stud contact layout
featured in 1978.
In an issue from the 1973 I found an article by
one E.J.Payne about scratch building a Ruston
& Hornsby 48DS. A wonderful small
locomotive for a micro layout. The loco was so
tiny, and this seemed like an amazing feat of
modelling as a picture of it posed against an old
50 pence piece showed. Today you can buy this
as a ready to run item from Hornby.
Promoting the hobby to junior modellers was a
big thing in the 70’s too. You could always rely
on a couple of pages to be put over to
teenagers. Where are these junior modellers
now? Some of them will be closing in on 60 like
me.
Then there is this vast repository of
inspirational layouts and track plans, some were
micros even before the term had been coined.
The scans of some of the older articles may not
be as clear as your memory recalls them on the
page. But it’s all there, in this vast treasure trove

of model railway history. All this is worth the
price of a subscription itself.
In Early November, it was the return of the
Granite City train show in Saint Cloud,
Minnesota. My local show. One that I’ve been
attending for all 17 years of its existence.
“It’s been a while” was the greeting of choice as
old friends met up with each other again. There
hadn’t been a train show here in two years, so
there was a lot of catching up to do. I hate to
say this, but some people were even looking
noticeably older than the last time I met them.
Sadly, some familiar faces weren’t there. I later
found that a couple of them had succumbed to
Covid.
It was great to be out meeting people and
talking about the hobby with them. I had taken
along my one square foot halt challenge layout
as well as “Neath the Christmas Tree” (p.37).
The little display garnered a lot of interest and I
found myself describing it to a lot of people. Of
course that was a concern with many people
still cautious about the pandemic. I made the
decision that if I was at the layout and talking,
then I’d not wear a mask, but when I was away
from the layout then I’d put a mask on.
Communicating with people is so much easier
without a mask on.
A good proportion of show visitors wore masks,
which was quite heartening. So the general
public were still being careful.
As for attendees, I felt that overall there were
probably as many people there as in previous
shows. This was certainly the case in the
morning. Looking down the hall from my
layouts location all I could see was people. In
the afternoon attendees fell off, but that’s quite
normal for this show and it may have been
exacerbated by by the snowstorm that had
started.
All in all it was good to be back exhibiting and
sharing enthusiasm for the hobby with the
general public. Which is what it’s all about.
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